
Gay Rights Movements 

 

 

         Supreme Court 

2003: Final decriminalization 

2013: Overturns DOMA  

2013: Overturns Prop 8 

(Gays are a protected class.) 

2014: Allows Gay Marriage 

 
          1895 

Oscar Wilde Trials 

1993 - Present 

Same-sex Marriage 

1981 - Present 

         AIDS 

Society for Human Rights, 

Chicago (1923-4):  

Henry Gerber 

    May 1933    

Nazi Oppression 

Modern Gay Rights Movement: 

 

Gay Liberation Front (’69 – ’73) 

Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays (’72 +) 

National Gay & Lesbian Task Force (’73 +) 

National Center for Lesbian Rights (’77 +) 

Gay Men’s Health Crisis (’82 +)  

Human Rights Campaign (’83 +) 

GLAAD (’85 +) (anti-defamation in the media) 

ACT-UP (AIDS activism, mostly from ’87 to ’96) 

Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network (’95 +) 

The Trevor Project (’98 +) 

National Center for Transgender Equality (’03 +) 

       … and many, many others 

Homophile Movement: 

Harry Hay & Mattachine Society (1950) 

One, Inc. (1952) 

Del Martin, Phyllis Lyon & Daughters 

     of Bilitis (1955) 

Barbara Gittings & Frank Kameny 

Scientific Humanitarian Committee (1897 – 1933) and 

Institute for Sexual Research (1919 – 1933):  

Magnus Hirschfeld 

Early Pioneers: 

John Addington Symonds 

Edward Carpenter 

Krafft-Ebing & Havelock Ellis 

 

                         1973 

American Psychiatric Association – 

homosexuality not a mental illness 

1850’s    1880’s     1900’s    1920’s              1930 ‘33        1940’s WWII      1950’s             1960’s          ’69   1970’s                1980’s                1990’s              2000’s 

   June 1969 

Stonewall Riots 

                1952 

Christine Jorgenson, first 

widely known 

transgendered person. 

 1948 & 1953 

Kinsey Reports 


